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the blanks for Taylor’s
home and then she discovered a
new world of tax assessment rolls
(which gave her information about
the owners of the house, not neces-
sarily the inhabitants), land re-
cords, census data, fire insurance
plans, aerial photographs, and
more. 

And all of this was done without
benefit of the Internet.

Her sleuthing took her to archives,
libraries and genealogical societies.
The Internet is now a helpful com-
ponent in her search and relevant
sites are listed in the booklet.

Although Taylor was researching
her Toronto home, the information
and resources are relevant for any-
one in Ontario and she discusses
quirks in other municipalities.

If you’re ready to listen to your
walls, this booklet will teach them
how to speak.

Have you ever wondered what
your walls would tell you if only
they could talk? Toronto Star
journalist Lesley Ciarula Tay-
lor gets the walls to talk by find-
ing the historical records that
give voice to your house. She shares
the resources in her informative
booklet, The History of Your Home.

Taylor became intrigued with her
Toronto home when she moved to
the city and saw it for the first time
in 1982. It was a magical moment
and she felt like the year was 1882.
She takes us on her journey to un-
cover the history and previous oc-
cupants of her home, near Bathurst
and King Sts., and imparts the re-
search lessons she learned.

As a journalist, Taylor was aware
of the wealth of information to be
gained from city directories, and
Torontonians are very fortunate
that our’s start in 1834. 

Directories list the name and oc-
cupation of the “head of the house-
hold” (usually male, although wom-
en appear when widowed or single)
at a given address and others who
may also have lived in the home. A
separate section cross-references
every address with the names of the
head of the household. As tele-
phone numbers became common,
they were also listed.

City directories filled in some of
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Last Chance!
Thornridge Homes ravine lots
in Clarkson Village.
Thornridge Homes offers an exclusive
Collection of executive townhomes backing
onto the naturalized ravine of Sheridan Creek
in Clarkson Village in Mississauga. This
neighbourhood has been a remarkable
success story and a limited number of our
very best lots are still available from
$589,900 to the mid $600’s. These 2-car
garage townhomes offer brick, stone and
stucco exteriors and high-end interior finishes.

The 1,978 sq.ft. Almata is a beautiful example
of a well-designed Forest of Eden home. It
boasts an impressive open space kitchen and
family living area with a fireplace on the first
floor. A main floor laundry room with access
to the rear yard and garage is conveniently
located off the kitchen. There are three
bedrooms upstairs with a large master
bedroom and a private ensuite that features
double sinks, a step-up tub and a separate
shower stall.

For a limited time, every ravine lot home
comes with a complimentary Executive
Package that includes your choice of: Kitchen
& Bath Spa Package or a Finished Basement.
See a Thornridge sales agent for details.

At the Forest of Eden, shopping is across the
street, the charming shops of Clarkson Village
are a stroll away. The nearby GO station gets
you downtown Toronto in 20 minutes and the
QEW and Hwy 403 are a 5-minute drive away.

www.thornridgehomes.com
(905) 855-9393.

HOMES & CONDOS 

Sitting around my dining room
table for a meal this past
Family Day weekend was like

most others in the Dupuis home. I
mention that I met Debbie Travis
at the National Home Show and
how cool the Glass House is, which
gets a little engagement from my
wife and blank stares from my kids.

When I tell them about Toronto
Mayor Rob Ford opening the show
and provincial PC leader Tim
Hudak speaking at the BILD lun-
cheon, I get a blank stare from my
wife while my kids roll their eyes.

Desperately searching for a topic
of mutual interest, I throw out that
BILD has just installed an 80-unit
solar photovoltaic array on its
rooftop, and all of a sudden, I’ve got
everyone’s interest.

The installation was done by Pure
Energies, a Canadian-owned pro-
vider of PV (photovoltaic) solar

panels. We officially plugged in to
Ontario’s power grid late last year
and hooked-up our super-cool HD
screen showing performance data
from the rooftop a few weeks ago.

I have to admit, I was pretty
pumped about the whole solar deal
and wanted to invite some of our
members to help us celebrate. So
we invited our partners at Pure
Energies, our directors, our green
builders, our staff and our tenants,
which include the Ontario Home
Builders’ Association and Ener-

Quality Corp. (the Energy Star for
new homes organization) to help
us celebrate.

We were also honoured to have
Energy Minister Brad Duguid join
us along with Elizabeth McDonald,
president of the Canadian Solar
Industries Association.

As BILD chairman Paul Golini
told the crowd that gathered in our
foyer for last week’s celebration,
the television screen shows in real
time the solar energy collected and
converted before it is sent back to
the grid. We can see instantaneous
power generation as well as hourly,
daily, weekly and year-to-date
graphs of our energy produced.
The display even tells us how many
cups of coffee we could brew with
the amount of energy produced! It
really is very cool — even my
daughter Kendall and son Carson
think so.

Now here’s a twist. If you think it’s
only for office buildings or new
homes, I have a newsflash. There is
a program for homeowners
through a Pure Energies and Di-
rect Energy partnership and it’s at
no cost to the homeowner. The
homeowner chooses a bundle plan
based on PV panel size, which
includes high-efficiency heating
and cooling equipment and a
maintenance package. Pure Ener-
gies installs and maintains the
panels. The solar-generated energy
takes advantage of the Ontario
Power Authority’s Micro FiT
(Feed-in Tariff) program and helps
to pay for the maintenance pro-
grams and high-efficiency heating
and cooling equipment.

It’s important that as an associa-
tion we lead by example and, while
we’re not in the business of telling
our members how to run their

Going green is how I get my kids’ attention
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businesses, the solar panel array
and real-time display of benefits
shows them how easily the ele-
ments can be installed on their
projects. Golini, who is the exec-
utive vice president of Empire
Communities, tells me that Em-
pire has made the solar solution
optional at all their lowrise com-
munities. It really is the way of the
future. Maybe that’s why my teens
are so tuned in.

For more information on Pure
Energies, go to www.pure-ener-
gies.com; for more information on
Direct Energy, go to www.directe-
nergy.com.

Looking at the before of after pic-
tures presented by the companies
nominated for this year’s Renova-
tion and Custom Building Awards
made me wish I had oodles of mon-
ey and a bad house.

Oh well, I have no money and a
perfectly wonderful condo, so I’ll
just have to dream about the perfect
home renovation until I win the
lottery.

But it was Jim Cunningham and
Brendan Charters of Eurodale De-
velopments who felt like they won
the lottery after being named Reno-
vator of the Year during the award
lunch held last Friday during the
opening of the National Home
Show.

It was their commitment to excel-
lence and professionalism that took
them over the top, said Stephen Du-
puis, the president and CEO of the
Building Industry and Land Devel-
opment Association (BILD).

“Eurodale partners Brendan
Charters and Jim Cunningham re-
present the new generation of pro-
fessional renovators, combining
design savvy with solid technical
and business skills,” Dupuis said.
“This award demonstrates their
commitment to satisfying their cli-
ents and their success in this re-
spect typifies BILD’s overall objec-
tive in creating the award in the first
place.”

“I can’t believe we won, especially
after being shut out earlier in the
competition,” Charters said from
the podium after receiving the
award. “It’s a great honour to be
recognized by our peers.”

The awards presented before the
“big one,” included Best Renova-
tion Under $75,000, which was giv-
en to Capoferro Design Build
Group for the second consecutive
year. W.C. Meek Design and Con-
struction Ltd. was the winner of the

Best Renovation $75,000-$150,000
category.

Probuilt by Michael Upshall was
the winner in the Best Renovation
$150,000-$300,000 category for
transforming an unfinished base-
ment into a useable living space. In
the Best Renovation $300,000-
$500,000 category, Woodcastle
Homes Ltd. won for a massive de-
molition and four additions that
improved the exterior and interior
feel and flow of a bungalow.

Northern Edge Construction won
the Best Renovation more than
$500,000 category for a project that
included a custom addition featur-
ing a residential elevator, glass
flooring and hot-water in-floor
heating throughout.

In the very competitive category
of Best Custom Home, a stunning
four-level, 23-room mansion fea-
turing an elevator, a home theatre
and an eight-car lift in the garage by
Ambassador Fine Custom Homes
Inc. was crowned the best of the
best.

“We had the most submissions ev-
er for our annual renovation and
custom building awards as well as
the best overall showcase of pro-
jects in years,” said Dupuis.

“Whether it’s a kitchen, bath, base-
ment, addition or custom home, all
of the projects are design magazine
quality.” 

A quick glance at Eurodale’s resu-
mé reveals that the firm made
headlines last year after building an
inventive modular Dream Home in
eight days for the 2010 National
Home Show. The home was also the
first in show history to be removed
and re-used. 

Charters is a trained carpenter re-
sponsible for the firm’s customer
relations, while Cunningham, a
trained architectural technologist,
makes sure projects are managed
effectively and efficiently.

The Renovator of the Year award
is bestowed to a company who sets
the standard for the rest of the sec-
tor in their leadership and commit-
ment to customer service, as well as
contributing to the overall image of
the renovation industry. 

Homeowners looking for renova-
tion inspiration can see before and
after photos of all of the entries by
visiting Destination Renovation at
the National Home Show, on
through Sunday, at the Direct Ener-
gy Centre, Exhibition Place. More
at www.nationalhomeshow.com.

BILD AWARDS

Recognizing great renovators 

Brendan Charters, right, and Jim Cunningham of Eurodale Developments.
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